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W i l l i a m  A .  Sc hultze.  Urban Politics:  A Po litical Economy 
Approach. (E nglewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall,  1985) xiv, 24 1 pp. ,  
$ 1 7.95 paper. 
Two significant historical events have created a receptive climate for 
this scholarly look at the American city .  In the global context, the advent 
o f  multi n ati onal  capitalism has tran sformed the city, along with other 
segments of  the A m erican economy.  On the domestic front,  increasing 
n urn bers of  A m erican cities have faced fiscal crisis ,  and in some cases,  
i n s o l vency ,  i n  the l ate 1 9 70 s  and early 1 980s.  
Schultze ,  a S a n  D iego State faculty member, offers no solutions ,  but 
rather,  a set o f  a n alytical tools designed to enable the reader to more 
cl early c o m prehend the urban entity and its possible futures. The bulk of 
the work is  dev oted to explicating and evaluating the ethics,  system atic 
theories ,  methodologies ,  and variations of three fu nd amentally different 
approaches to the politics of political economy. The N eoconservative,  
Liberal ,  and Radical positions are contrasted first in terms of the m aj or 
proponents of  each position. Following this, applications of each position 
to issues of the city en vironment, urban conflict and ch ange, leaders hip,  
a n d  performance evaluation are discussed.  Definitions,  tables,  chapter 
s u m m aries ,  a n d  an index assist  the reader, although there are some 
m i s s i n g  explan atory notes.  For  example ,  ethnic  categories i n  selected 
cities sum to well  over 1 00'R, with no clarifying comment.  
A m o n g  the author's explicit goals are raising the general level of 
understanding of  city politics by defining the maj o r  feature of urban 
political  eco n o my within an international ideological context. This 
pres u p poses the existence of continuing conflict,  for ideologies ,  although 
purporti n g  to be bro adly explanatory and predictive ,  are nevertheless 
gro u n d e d  as much i n  faith as on evidence.  This formulation s erves the 
useful purpose of presenting capitalism as one of a n umber of altern ativ e  
syste m s ,  as  w e l l  as  allowing several pers pectives to surface as explana­
ti o n s  for contemporary iss ues in the social  and political environments of 
the city .  
The conflict model a l s o  allows actions on t h e  political scene t o  be 
viewed as p articipation in strategic decision-making, with varied degrees 
of  consciousness ,  as resources are allocated . C oalitions and adversarial 
relati o n s  beco me dynamic as pects of political and economic behavior,  
di fferently un derstood from each o f  the three fundamental perspectives 
offered. Within this context, the role of ethnic minority people beco mes 
open to several i nterpretations.  The author' s explicit consideration of 
ethnicity i s  developed prim arily within the radical perspective,  as one of 
the con cerns of cultural radical ism.  Minority group access to urban 
political power i s  discussed in terms of representation and tactics.  
I nstitution alized bias which excludes blacks in p articular from propor-
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tionate representation is presented as a system atic skewing unlikely to 
be redressed in the near future .  The conserv ative position that dis­
contented individ uals  have the option of relocation or  protest is presented 
with relativ ely little consideration of  the necess ary resource base for the 
exercise of these options .  
This  absence of evaluative comment  constitutes a sign ificant weakness 
in an otherwise us eful  general text on the city . As an im portant arena 
wherein each generation can " take control of its destiny , "  city politics 
highlight the tendencies of the culture at large. The ascendency of the 
neoconservative priv ate city im age in the 1 9 70s and 1 980s,  the changing 
dem ographic composition of the city ,  and the general mobility of the 
A m erican popul ation add to the ch allenge of this undertaking. An 
a c a d e m i c  d e s cri ption o f  u n c ertai n ty can cl arify the  o p ti o n s ,  but  
ultim ately choices  must be exercised by private citiz ens .  These choices 
will be better informed as a result of Schultze 's  theoretical efforts . 
- Linda M .  C .  Abbott 
C alifornia School o f  Professional Psychology ,  Fresno 
J o  Miles S c hum an. A rt from Many Hands: Multicultural A rt 
Projects for Home and School. ( E nglewood C l i ffs: P r e ntice­
Hall,  1 98 1 )  x v ,  2 5 1  pp. , $ 1 0.95 p ap er. 
Jo Miles Schuman's  text i s  designed to help students develop an 
appreciation for one another ' s  cultural h eritage and to expand their 
knowl edge of art .  B oth obj ectives are accomplished with considerable 
grace in this beautifuly executed and illustrated celebration of crafts man­
ship .  The author clearly v alues the creativity of a wide v ariety of peoples 
and the potential of art  as a l anguage of intercultural understanding.  
The text is  inclusive of a wide range of artistic traditions ,  with the 
intent  of raising students '  awareness  o f  their inheritance a s  world 
citiz ens .  A second,  pedagogically sound principle incorporated i n  this 
bro ad-based approach has  to do with the potential  role of contemporary 
students in advancing v arious cultural traditions .  By coming to u n d er­
stand something of the range of pos sible solutions to speci fi c  design 
problems,  students are enabled to develop or regain a level  o f  confidence 
in their own ability to create obj ects of beauty by hand.  
The transition fro m  the presentation of exquisite art  obj ects to the  
directions for s imple  adaptation s  is  accomplished with great c are .  An 
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